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aolo Sorrentino, a director, a screenwriter and a writer, was born in Naples on 31st May
1970. In 2001 he directed his first film One Man Up (Silver Ribbon as Best Debuting Director)
which marked the beginning of a lucky cooperation with the actorToni Servillo. In 2004, he
confirmed his national critical and audience success and reached his international success
with The Consequence of Love, presented at the Cannes Film Festival, and awarded with
several David di Donatello prizes. After The Family Friend (2006), I/ Divo (2008) was released,
obtaining a great success abroad as well (Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival), Toni Servillo starring
as the protagonist. In 2011, Sorrentino participated again in the Cannes Film Festival and surprised with
This must be the place, his first English speaking film, starring Sean Penn and Frances McDormand.

In 2013, after being presented at the Cannes Film Festival Premiere, The Great Beauty won the Academy Award, the Golden
Globe, the Bafta as Best Foreign Film, four EFA, among these: Best European Film, Best Director, Best Actor, and nine
David di Donatello prizes. The beauty of Rome is the spectacular background of the entire film whose protagonist is Jep

Gambardella (Toni Servillo), a writer who seems to embody the contemporary contradictions, torn between sentiment and

cynicism. As in all Sorrentino’s films, the soundtrack plays an important role in The Great Beauty as well, interchanging art
music to pop music. In 2015, Sorrentino participated once more in the Cannes Film Festival with the film Youth, played by
Michael Caine, Harvey Keitel, Rachel Weisz, Paul Dano, and Jane Fonda, winning three EFA prizes, one Academy Award®
nomination and two Golden Globe® nominations. The TV series The Young Pope, released in 2016, also bears his signature.
It was nominated for the Golden Globe® for Best Male Performance and for the Emmy Awards for both Scenography and
Photography. The film Loro (2018), playing Toni Servillo, Elena Sofia Ricci, Riccardo Scamarcio, was prized with the Silver
Ribbon for Best Screenplay. Sorrentino shot the second series The New Pope, setin the Vatican, in 2019, starring Jude Law
and John Malkovich as protagonists. Paolo Sorrentino is also the author of the novel Hanno tutti ragione (ndt. Everybody is
right), finalist at the Strega Prize in 2010, and two collections of short stories: Tony Pagoda e | suoi amici (2012) (ndt. Tony
Pagoda and his friends) and Gli aspetti irrilevanti (2016) (ndt. The irrelevant aspects).
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