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FELLINI'S LOCATIONS

ederico Fellini was born in Rimini on 20th January 1920, son of Ida Barbiani, from Roma, and
Urbano, a salesman native of Gambettola. While still attending secondary school, the future film
director begins to make a name for himself as a caricaturist: to promote films, the manager of
Cinema Fulgor commissions him portraits of the stars. In early 1938 he begins working with the

-

“Domenica del Corriere” newspaper, where several Fellini’s caricatures appear, as well as with
the weekly Florence-based satirical publication “420" In January 1939 he moves to Roma, on the pretext
of enrolling in law school. In the Capital he joins the editorial office of “Marc’Aurelio’; a popular satirical
periodical, where he becomes famous thanks to hundreds of sketches, all signed “Federico” He starts
attending the theatre scene known as avanspettacolo and writes monologues for the comedian Aldo Fabrizi.
He also cooperates on radio variety shows, where he meets the young actress Giulietta Masina (1921-1994).
They will get married on 30th October 1943 and will have one child, who died just a month after his birth.
Fellini begins to contribute to scripts for films by Fabrizi and others, soon gaining a name as a screenwriter.

He works on Roma citta aperta and then moves straight onto Paisa, striking up a productive friendship with
Roberto Rossellini. He also decides to team up with the comedy writer Tullio Pinelli, of whom he will be
forever fond. They become some of the film world’s most in-demand screenwriters, working for various directors
including Pietro Germi and Alberto Lattuada. The latter has Fellini by his side as a co-director on Luci del varieta
(1950), which they self-produce, racking up significant debts. Fellini's first film as a solo director Lo sceicco
bianco (1952), also fares badly, but success comes with / vitelloni (1953), the winner of the Venice Film Festi-
val’s Silver Lion and the launching pad for Alberto Sordi’s career. This is followed by La Strada (1954), starring
Giulietta Masina, wich wins an Academy Award, the first in a series of films that will establish Fellini as one
of cinema’s greats. His best-known works include Le notti di Cabiria ('57, another Academy Award), La dolce
vita ('60, Palme d'Or at Cannes), 87 ('63, Academy Award), Fellini Satyricon ('69), Roma ('72), Amarcord (73,
Academy Award), Il Casanova ('76), Prova d’orchestra ('19), Ginger e Fred ('85), Intervista ('87, Prize at Cannes,
Golden Prize at the Moscow Film Festival), La voce della luna ('90). Fellini's career is studded with tributes and
accolades, including the Légion d'Honneur ('84) and the Japanese Praemium Imperiale ("90). In terms of Acad-
emy Awards, Fellini is one of the most successful directors ever, with five. The last one (a lifetime achievement
award) arrives in 1993, just one month bhefore his death in Roma on 31% October.

Bibliography source: www.federicofellini.it

MASTERS OF CINEMA

Roma. The eternal city as a unique set
for art films
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