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ian Lorenzo Bernini was born in Naples on 7th December 1598. When he was still a child,

he moved to Rome to stay with his father Pietro, a sculptor working at Cappella Paolina

of Santa Maria Maggiore. He hadn’t turn 20, when he received his first commissions that

would bind him to Rome for the rest of his life. He soon revealed to be a precocious talent,

as the four marble groups testify: Aeneas and Anchises, the Rape of Proserpina, David
and Apollo and Daphne, realized for cardinal Scipione Borghese between 1619 and 1625.Today, they can
still be admired in Borghese Gallery. Bernini's talent, charm and relationship skills allowed him to obtain
the most important public and private commissions. He tirelessly worked for five popes. The “enfant
prodige” of Baroque art excelled in all artistic disciplines: design, scenography, sculpture, architecture,
painting and city planning. He became one of the greatest, if not the greatest protagonist of the papal
city’s urban transformation. His luck especially derived, from pope Urban VIII Barberini protecting him
and favouring the official recognition of his talent. Bernini’s biography by Filippo Baldinucci tells about
Urban VIl aiming at creating “a second Michelangelo” He engaged Bernini to build masterpieces such
as Saint Peter’s Baldacchino (1633), the Fountain of Triton (1642-43), the Fountain of the Bees (1644) and
the pope’s monumental tomb in Saint Peter’s Basilica (1643-47).

The Fountain of the Four Rivers in Piazza Navona (1648-51), built for pope Innocent X Pamphilj, is a famous and gorgeous
example of Bernini’s technical and creative skills. Under pope Alexander VIl Chigi he worked at his city plans such as
the Colonnade in Saint Peter's square (1659) and the almost unknown, ephemeral and scenographic project in Piazza di
Spagna for the birth of the Grand Dauphin of France. The Pontificia Collegiata in Castel Gandolfo (1658-61) and the Chiesa
dell’Assunta in Ariccia (1661-64) both belong to the same period. Bernini lived and worked in Rome all his life long, except
when he was invited to Paris by king Louis XIV in 1665 to realize the royal equestrian statue, a sketch of which is kept in

Borghese Gallery, and to restore Louvre. Versatile brilliant man and Baroque artist, Bernini died in Rome on 28" November

1680. He is now buried in a modest tomb in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore.




nnuwa.

AV
v
-
T | ‘ // LR ieT | TR
e | e 1 ¥ 8  BASILICA DI SANTA
9 poRTA DEL POPOLO MARIA DEL POPOLO
AV
v
7\
aVa\
AV
v
7\
aVaN 2
FONTANA
DELLA BARCACCIA
AV e
v
7\
aVaN
D 5 'FONTANA DEL TRITONE
[ r"’!ﬂ =
i; S ?\; , I Al
! “’ J —=E — I
14 & T o o~ TevERE OOCOA L 2 “l
PONTE SANT' ANGELO F ﬂ! i |l
- 1 " PALAZZO
AN MONTECITORIO
AN
N
13 FONTANA
DEI QUATTRO FIUMI
B
15 COLONNATO E BASILICA A
DI SAN PIETRO A e
~ e
12 OBELISCO
~ DELLA MINERVA
VN

"CHIESA DI SAN - , -3
FRANCESCO A RIPA AN Il
17 " muser capirount
NN\
s
N\
[aVaN

/ A z,.’a-‘

3

GALLERIA BORGHESE

BRI

6 FONTANA DELLE API RN i
L2504
2 CHIESA DI SANTA MARlA
DELLA VITTORIA
7
!

4 PALAZZ0 BARBERINI

CHIESA DI SANTA
BIBIANA
AL QUIRINALE

3 CHIESA DI SANT'ANDREA L

Vo

BASILICA DI SAN
18

EBASTIANO FUORI
LE MURA



